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DOWNING STREET. July 27-8. 1893.
Mr.   Gladstone . . . has to  send Your Majesty an  unusual
and painful report for the past evening. From the commence-
ment of business, until 10 o'clock, the debate proceeded upon
the   principal   financial  clause  without   any  circumstance  of
moment or even of special interest, except that the Irish members
advanced large pecuniary claims, and were answered mainly by
members of the Opposition. At ten o'clock, when the time of
closure was arriving, Mr. Chamberlain happened to use some
words which created excitement and gave offence, but were in
no way noted as disorderly by authority. However, Mr. T. P.
O'Connor, a Nationalist member, called out repeatedly to him
" Judas," "Judas." One or two members endeavoured to bring
this disorderly act to the notice of the Chairman, but the uproar
which prevailed made them totally inaudible. The Chairman
meanwhile proceeded regularly to call the Division (according to
the Order) and directed the House to be cleared. Mr. Balfour had
left the House not intending to vote, and [a] large body of the
Opposition retained their seats ; while on the side of the Govern-
ment very many were ignorant of the Judas incident. In the
meantime, from what it is hoped was an accidental cause, Colonel
Saunderson  was led to believe himself assaulted and struck,
and thereupon  some,  perhaps  many,  blows  were  given  and
received among members in a portion of the House. But there
was a double action in this confused and deplorable drama, and
the use of the offensive word " Judas " was shortly made known
to the Chairman, who had the words taken down, and the Speaker
was recalled to the Chair. He after some explanations, and when
Mr. O'Connor's offence had been sufficiently established, called
upon him to make reparation by apology. Mr. O'Connor offered
an apology which appeared to Mr.  Gladstone by no means
ample. But the Speaker, set upon the restoration of order,
accepted it and recommended that the whole incident should
drop. Thereupon Colonel Saunderson rose and declared he had
been assaulted. He was followed by other members, who stated
that they had see him strike out right and left. The Speaker